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Introduction

The year 2020 will be remembered as the year of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pan-
demic. No event in recent memory has so affected our work and daily lives. At a time when sci-
ence and scientists have such a crucial role in combating the spread of the virus and finding a cure
for COVID-19, respected members of our community have been marginalized and the scientific
method undermined by some political leaders around the world. Despite these unprecedented
events, many scientists have redirected their activities toward studying SARS-CoV-2 in search
of its origins, mode of transmission, and pathogenesis. Although there’s still a lot to learn, in an
impressively short time period the etiological agent of COVID-19 was identified and sequenced,
its main cellular receptor was revealed, and mechanisms of host defense and disease pathogenesis
were elucidated. Most important of all, an effective vaccine appears to be on the horizon—thanks
to science.

TheAnnual Review of Animal Biosciences is pleased to have had among the members of its Edito-
rial Committee international experts on animal coronaviruses and other viral pathogens. Animal
studies have been crucial in informing our understanding of the current pandemic. Founding Edi-
torial Committee Member Linda Saif has studied the immunobiology and pathogenesis of animal
coronaviruses for her entire career; Sue VandeWoude, who joined the Editorial Committee last
year, is an expert in feline lentiviruses and epidemiology; and this year, we are proud to welcome to
the Editorial Committee George Fu Gao, the Director of the Chinese Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and an International Member of the US National Academy of Sciences. A
veterinarian by training, George has been a global leader in studying the H5N1 avian flu virus, as
well as animal and human coronaviruses, including SARS-CoV and SARS-CoV-2.

In light of the gravity of the current situation, we are pleased to present Volume 9 of theAnnual
Review of Animal Biosciences. This year’s collection of outstanding reviews covers a broad swath of
animal biology, which has become a hallmark of our journal. From nanobodies to edible insects to
food safety and primate conservation, the contributions in this volume will inform and fascinate
readers. We trust that during these dark months of the pandemic you will find joy in your own
work, as well as in the work of our authors. Stay safe and stay strong. Science and competent
political leadership will turn back this pandemic.

Harris Lewin
Mike Roberts
Co-Editors

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-av-09-120220-100001
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