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Preface

Our interest in the mysteries of subjunctive started some time ago, with discussions
around the (other puzzling) phenomenon of wh-extractions in French. It was quickly
fueled by exchanges with a number of our colleagues and led us to envisage
launching into a cross-linguistic examination of what subjunctive was actually
about. The subsequent years of research were supported by Swiss National Science
Foundation grants # 100015_126861 and # 145313 for which we are particularly
grateful.

For the last 10 years, we have lived quite a lot in a subjunctive mood. We were
graced with many helpful, interesting, challenging, and intriguing contributions
from the linguistic research community. We are therefore deeply indebted to our
colleagues in Geneva, Ghent, and Zurich: Adriana Belletti, Joanna Blochowiak,
David Blunier, Giuliano Bocci, Karen de Clerq, Laure Ermacora, Ciro Greco,
Cristina Grisot, Eric Haeberli, Liliane Haegeman, Tabea Ihsane, Christopher
Laenzlinger, Eric Lander, Jacques Moeschler, Kevin Mulligan, Margherita
Pallottino, Luigi Rizzi, Amélie Roquet, Giuseppe Samo, Louis de Saussure, Ur
Shlonsky, Gabriela Soare, Elizabeth Stark, Aleksandra Vercauteren, Eric Wehrli,
Andrew Weir.

During these years, we also submitted various versions of our work in different
conferences, gaining there as well valuable insights and suggestions. We would like
to thank Valentina Bianchi, Anna Cardinaletti, Isabelle Charnavel, Guglielmo
Cinque, Marie-Hélene Coté, Gréte Dalmi, Eva Dékany, Marcel den Dikken, Katalin
E.Kiss, Anastasia Giannakidou, Laurent Gosselin, Istvan Kenesei, Ilyana Krapova,
Adam Ledgeway, Alda Mari, Eric Mathieu, Valeria Molnar, Shana Poplack,
Eva-Maria Remberger, Alain Rhis, Ian Roberts, Anna Roussou, Dominique
Sportiche, Michal Starke, Bal4dzs Suranyi, and Anna Szabolcsi.

We have a particularly strong and emotive debt towards the participants in our
Subjunctive Workshop Anna Roussou, Boban Arsenijevi¢, and Josep Quer. They
offered us with an extraordinary generosity their take and opinions on our various
proposals, and have been, all along the years, faithful and reliable interlocutors.
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We would also like to thank very warmly linguist friends and non-linguist friends
from all over the world, who have provided us with data, comments, suggestions:
Boban Arsenijevié¢, Andrea Cattaneo, Eric Lander, Tom Leu, Divna Petkovié, Tanja
Samardzié, Tomislav So¢anac. We also thank Julien Deonna and Fabrice Teroni, as
well as Constant Bonnard and Roberto Keller for extremely interesting and fruitful
discussions on the notion of emotion.

Special thanks go to Eric Lander for his constant support. We value his patience,
his availability, his constructive and insightful comments, which all contributed to
the building up of this book. We extend our thanks to the whole Lander family.

We are particularly grateful to Tomislav Soc¢anac. He has, from the beginning of
the project, invested his enthusiasm, time, and energy into sorting out some of the
puzzles of subjunctives with us. His intelligent and methodical investigation of
Slavic subjunctives has definitely been the biggest achievement of the project, and
the on-going exchange, discussion, and support we received from him even after its
completion meant a lot to us.

Finally, like in any long-term project, this one required, at various stages, a great
deal of patience and understanding from our friends and families. We would like to
thank Klara, Luka, Mateja, Anja, Claire, and Notburga (for her wonderful apartment
facing the Mont-Blanc), Marie-Claire and Michel, as well as Régis (for the bike
tours), Andrea, Eric, Fred, Larissa, Tom, Eva, and Eleni for their unfailing support.

Zirich, Switzerland Lena Baunaz
Geneva, Switzerland Genoveva Puskas
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