REVIEW

An Open Access Journal

COMMENTARY

== Reconstructive

Reconstructive

REVIEW

Volume 11.1
2021

https://doi.org/10.15438/rr.11.1.290

'.) Check for updates

Life Lost Too Soon:
Navy Corpsman from Ohio Killed in
Afghanistan Attack August 26, 2021

McTighe, T'

avy Corpsman Maxton “Max” W. Soviak, HM3
N(22 years old) of Berlin Heights, Ohio, was one

of the 13 U.S. service members killed while sup-
porting non-combatant evacuation operation in Kabul, Af-
ghanistan.

Max was advanced to the rank of Hospital Corpsman
Third Class “as a result of his
brave actions in support of fel-
low service members,” according
to a Navy statement. He was also
posthumously awarded the Pur-
ple Heart and Fleet Marine Force
Corpsman warfare badge.

He enlisted in September 2017
and attended Hospital Corpsman
School in San Antonio, Texas,
before postings in Guam and at
Camp Pendleton.

Soviak lived in Berlin Heights
and graduated from Edison High
School in 2017, where he also
wrestled and played football.

The Soviak family said Max-
ton was proud of being part of a
state champion wrestling team
and a final four state playoff football team two years in a
row, “but he was most proud to be a Navy Corpsman and a
‘devil doc’ for the Marines.”

I wanted to take this opportunity to pass on my condo-
lences to the Soviak Family, and friends. Seeing and read-
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ing about Max made me think how blessed I have been
since Max and I started out with very similar paths to
adulthood.

Like Max, I joined the U.S. Navy out of High School
(Euclid High). We were both from Northern Ohio. Max
being from Berlin Heights and I was from Euclid, Ohio.
He joined during the Afghan war
in 2017 and I joined during the
Vietnam Conflict in 1969. Max
went on to attend the Hospi-
tal Corpsman School in San An-
tonio, Texas. I did my Hospital
Corps School at Great Lakes, 11-
linois. Max went on to posting
in Guam and at Camp Pendleton
before serving in Afghanistan. I
went on to posting at Key West
Naval Hospital prior to my train-
ing at Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, NC, and Camp Lejeune
Naval Hospital (HM-0000) and
Field Medicine Service School
(HM- 8404) Camp Lejeune NC.
The Field Medical Service Tech-
nician (FMST) course is designed
for E1 to E6 Hospital Corpsmen. Training has a mix of
classroom and field training. Emphasis is placed on learn-
ing field medicine by using the principles of Tactical Com-
bat Casualty Care (TCCC).

Max served in the final days of a long drawn out war,
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and too often we see our loved ones die at the final stag-
es of a terrible conflict. I was luckier than Max — I did not
have to serve in a combat situation. I missed out of serv-
ing in Vietnam since my brother was also enlisted (Army)
and serving in Vietnam. He was blessed with being able to
come home after his tour of duty.

Max served for four years and was advanced to the rank
of Hospital Corpsman Third Class. I was discharged after
my four years (1973) as a Third Class Petty Officer.

Max did not have the opportunity to see where his Navy
training would have take him. I, on the other hand, benefit-
ted because my Navy experience prepared me for a 50 year
career in Orthopaedic medicine.

There 1s little doubt in my mind that Max would have
gone on to make many contributions in the medical field.
Naval training in the health care field is the best in the world
and Max lived and died making a difference. Max also
made me think of my Father, Francis V. McTighe (Army/
Air Corps) who served in World War II as a Medic and
was part of Operation Overlord, the battle began on June
6, 1944, also known as D-Day, when some 156,000 Amer-
ican, British and Canadian forces landed on five beach-
es along a 50-mile stretch of the heavily fortified coast of
France’s Normandy region. My Dad was also blessed to
come home after his service.

Max, you make me proud. You will be remembered by
many.
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