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The Qur'anic Concept to Address the Rebellious
Attitude of Wife; A Special Study of Traditional

and Contemporary Views
Kalsoom Paracha ®

Abstract: According to Islamic law, the exercise of the powers acquired as a
result of a conjugal contract is not based on absolute monopoly. In its view, it
is necessary for the couple to exercise their powers within the scope and
spirit of the marriage contract. Exceeding the limits of these powers, non-
cooperative behavior and rebellious attitude is called "Nushiiz" in the
Qur'anic terminology. The Holy Qur'an uses this word for each of the
spouses. The Qur'an has also pointed out three ways to remove the non-
cooperative attitude of a wife, i.e. wa'z (admonishing), hajr fi almadhaji'
(refuse to share their beds) and darb. In particular, the concept of "darb" has
been much debated. A large number of Quranic commentators present the
Quranic verse in the context of the husband's authority, so in their case the
husband has the right to discipline the wife with beating her lightly i.e.
without harming (darb ghair mubarrah) but this concept is objected to by a
number of contemporary of Muslim scholar. The question is also discussed
here whether the subject of the verse is a piece of advice or a preferred rule.
The following article discusses the traditional way of thinking and
contemporary perspectives in the Qur'anic context of the addressing wife's
disobedience.

Keywords: Qur’an, conjugal rebelliousness, husband, wife, marital
separation

Summary of the Article
In the eyes of Islamic Shari'ah, the use of family powers obtained as a result of
the marriage contract is not based on absolutism, that one party uses his

_uﬂ:u}”n(}gu{;d::zw/!,’)‘,gﬁu’/’jﬁ//?:/‘: &
@  Professor/Chairperson Department of Islamic Studies, The Women
University, Multan. (drkalsoom@wum.edu.pk)



I

authority to serve the interest of the other party, so it is necessary for the spouses
to use their authority legitimately and correctly within the scope of the marriage
contract. Exceeding the limits of authority, non-cooperation and rebellious
behavior, like any other contract, leads to sabotage of the marriage contract and
is defined in the Qur'anic term as "Nushiiz" which is used literally in the sense of
exaltation and dominance. An Arabic lexicographer Ibn Faris (A.D. 1004) says that
this word was later used as a metaphor, so "Nashizat al-Mar’ah" means a
woman’s disobedience to her husband and "Nashaza Ba'luhu" means a husband
is to oppress and beat his wife.

The Holy Qur'an (4:34) has mentioned three measures for remediation a wife’s
disobedience. Among these measures, the first is "wa'z" (to advise). At another
place, the Holy Qur'an has interpreted "Maua’z Hasnah" which means to make it
clear to the one who is being advised that the person giving the advice is well-
wisher and advised person benefits from it. The second technique is "Hajr fi Al-
Madhaj'", which literally means "separation in the bedrooms", it is a
psychological treatment of Nushiiz in the sense that the husband expresses his
reluctance to make the wife change her non-cooperative behavior. The third
method of remedy is "dharb". According to the majority interpreters of the
Qur'an, it means to beat. In their opinion the Holy Qur'an has given the
permission for a husband to beat a disobedient and rebellious wife with the
word "idhrebohuin", but it has not described this act in any detail.

There are many examples in the Holy Qur'an where the absolute command is
restricted by considering other verses or traditions, so the beating that Allah has
permitted to the husband of a disobedient wife is "Dharb Gair Mubarah" meaning
to beat without violence, because this order is described as binding in the
hadiths. In contemporary modern opinion, physical discipline, even if symbolic,
is morally reprehensible. In their view, Islam's principle of gender equality does
not support this, and the verse of “Tasrih Be ihsin” (terminating the relationship
in a noble manner) (2:229) is also incompatible with "beating" in the sense of
domestic violence. Also, this meaning is not compatible with the purpose of
marriage.

Many contemporary studies of this verse mean that the verse is abstract, so in
this context, the meaning of this verse as a license to beat wives or to impose one-
sided submission on them as a better meaning not acceptable because the Holy
Qur’an is convinced with gender equality through the contract of marriage, its
goals are mutual love, harmony, tolerance and peace. It should be noted here
that in the contemporary interpretations of "Dharb", an attempt has been made to
use the Arabic dictionary, ignoring the hadith traditions. With reference to the
verse (4:34) an important discussion has also taken place that who is the

addressee of this verse, the following opinions are found in this regard:
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The addressees of the verse are the husbands who, in the case of the
wife’s disobedience, should carry out admonition, “Hajr fi al-madhaj” *
and “Dharb” from the point of view of marital betterment, and the
meaning of “Dharb” is ‘dharb ghair-mubarah’ (i.e. symbolic physical
punishment).

The addressee of the verse is the husbands who should implement the
measures of preaching and “Hajr fi al- Madhaj” “ for the reformation of
marital relationships, while the implementation of “Dharb” is related to
such a specific environment in which the physical punishment of the
wife by the hands of the husband is not considered cruel or harmful or
offensive or a cause of shame, i.e. neither in men nor in women.

The addressees of the verse are husbands, and for them, in the case of
disobedience of wives, the meaning of the action of “Dharb” after the
wa'z and “Hajr fi Al-Madhaj” “ will be that they should separate from
their wives or go to court or contact the administration to take action
against them.

The addressees of the verse have the official authority to implement the
above-mentioned corrective measures of disobedience and physical
discipline can be done when necessary.

The addressee of the verse is the guardians of the wife (father etc.) that
they should implement all the corrective measures for normalizing
marital relationships, mentioned in the verse.
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