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Introduction
Annual Reviews is a nonprofit publisher dedicated to synthesizing and integrating
knowledge for the progress of science and the benefit of society.

—Annual Reviews Mission Statement, as of 2016

The first Annual Review (Biochemistry) appeared in 1932. The Annual Review of Psychol-
ogy also was an early entry, in 1955. There are now 51 Annual Reviews journals—with
half of the journals first- or second-ranked in their respective categories in terms of
impact factor. The Annual Review of Psychology captures a broad field of much interest,
even as we spun off the Annual Review of Clinical Psychology in 2005, the Annual Review of
Organizational Psychology and Organizational Behavior in 2014, and the Annual Review of
Developmental Psychology in 2019. Given the information explosion, these sister publica-
tions have provided more opportunities for integrating the rapidly multiplying findings.
In synthesis, there is progress, and science advances. This remains our core mission.
What about “the benefit to society,” added in 2016? Annual Reviews has undertaken

a three-pronged strategy to convert to such a public good. First is Subscribe to Open
(S2O), an initiative that invites librarians to subscribe for the benefit of their institutions
and, in doing so, to cover the costs to flip the journal to open access, thereby providing a
source of reliable knowledge for the entire community. Pilot trials have dramatically in-
creased page views and downloads, which were already high, and Annual Reviews would
like to convert all Annual Reviews series to open access in the future, benefiting both
science and society.
Even more focused on the greater good, the second element in this strategy is award-

winning Knowable Magazine (https://knowablemagazine.org/), whose scientific content
is free to access and to republish; Knowable transforms Annual Reviews’ expert syntheses
into short-form and overview formats more appealing to the general public. Since 2017,
Knowable has published hundreds of articles, videos, podcasts, and even a few comics—all
freely available for republication (which adds readers by the millions).Knowable is clearly
in the service of society.
Third, stay tuned for a research-to-policy initiative, currently under development,

which aims to facilitate research’s relevance to policy. If it informs evidence-based policy
making, then Annual Reviews will be serving its mission of synthesizing the current
science and publishing its useful knowledge for the greater good.

Susan T. Fiske
Jamaica, Vermont

(on sabbatical from Princeton, New Jersey)

Daniel L. Schacter
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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