
‘This lavishly illustrated volume makes a major contribution to our under-
standing of the Space Age. It expands historiography beyond the superpowers 
and radically reconceptualizes outer space. Militarizing Outer Space obliges 
us to think of “outer space” as a zone beyond the confines of the earth, pro-
duced by cultural, political and technological interventions that embed it in 
earthly projects and respond to a multitude of hopes and anxieties. Space is 
not a remote, inaccessible realm, but a nearby “non-space” that can be pop-
ulated by technological infrastructures advocated by the military and appro-
priated by the market, colonized by earthlings fleeing Armageddon or the 
disasters of climate change, and filled with utopian aspirations or dystopian 
fears, but always appropriated by multiple stakeholders who imagine new 
worlds and ways of being in response to critical contingencies in everyday life. 
Readers will discover new and unexpected features of their life worlds pre-
sented in outstanding essays framed by a superb introduction and conclusion.’

—John Krige, Georgia Institute of Technology, USA

‘In this very fine last part of a trilogy that meritoriously orbits around the 
concept of “astroculture”, one is reminded of the centrality of military tech-
nologies to modernization. The fourteen fascinating chapters offer a rich and 
welcome contribution to the history of outer space and globality. Popular 
imaginaries are tied to promises of supremacy, while the fuzzy boundaries 
between civilian and military use are interrogated. In a global age we would 
be wise to re-visit these manifold projections and dreams of space technology 
and its cultural repercussions, as they have much to teach us about the pres-
ent. A very important book.’

—Nina Wormbs, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden



‘Militarizing Outer Space is a compellingly original collection of essays that 
breaks out of the conventional mold of interpreting space races and arms 
races narrowly as products of the Cold War. Long before we could reach 
it, humans imagined space as a realm of war populated with laser-wielding 
heroes, orbital fortresses and extraterrestrials ripe for conquest. From the 
moral thought of C. S. Lewis to Ronald Reagan’s Strategic Defense Initiative, 
the authors offer a deeply researched analysis of the connections between 
security, fantasy and technopolitics. Although no war has ever occurred 
outside the earth’s atmosphere, this volume convincingly shows how mili-
tary anxieties more than a desire to reach the stars drove the development 
of spaceflight. For anyone interested in the rise of militant astroculture and 
actual warfare, Militarizing Outer Space is a must-read.’

—Joe Maiolo, King’s College London, UK
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tweeted a few months later, reaffirming his intentions to establish a new 
branch of the military designated to secure American hegemony beyond 
earth. Instantly noting how closely Trump’s self-proclaimed ‘great idea’ 
resembled Ronald Reagan’s 1983 Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI), com-
monly remembered as ‘Star Wars,’ critics across the political spectrum were 
far from convinced. What had started as a belligerent fantasy both then and 
now, they feared, effectively fueled the ongoing militarization of outer space. 
Massively underestimating the technological challenges of missile defense, 
both presidents seemed to favor Hollywood’s striking imaginings of space 
wars instead, in wide circulation long before the beginning of the Space Age.1

Trump’s overblown rhetoric evoked a long-established arsenal of images 
and artifacts, media and practices aiming to assign and extract meaning from 
outer space. Fantasies of space war both between nations on earth and against 
alien worlds have captured the imagination of artists, engineers, intellectu-
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twentieth century. Because images and notions of violence and conflict fig-
ure prominently in all variants of astroculture around the globe, the need 
for a volume on the military underpinnings of outer space was apparent 
long before the 45th US president gave the topic its most recent twist. Early 
versions of most contributions were presented at an international sympo-
sium Embattled Heavens: The Militarization of Space in Science, Fiction, and 
Politics, convened by the Emmy Noether research group ‘The Future in the 
Stars’ at Freie Universität Berlin in April 2014. At the time of Trump’s space 
war 2018 twitter barrage, publication of this volume was well under way, 
leaving both editors and contributors wondering what to make of the topic’s 
regained currency and unexpected relevance in day-to-day politics.



Militarizing Outer Space constitutes the third and final volume of the 
European Astroculture trilogy. While Imagining Outer Space, the first vol-
ume, set out to establish and contour the historical field of ‘astroculture’ 
largely in the 1950s and 1960s, Limiting Outer Space, the second volume, 
zeroed in on a single decade, the post-Apollo crisis-ridden 1970s.2 Given 
the interplay between military and civilian rationales in the history of space-
flight, notions of crisis and confrontation also serve as a starting point for this 
third volume. Unlike its two predecessors, the book extends the collective 
inquiry into the early 1980s, up to Ronald Reagan’s ‘Star Wars’ scenario and 
beyond. Constituting a preliminary climax of space militarization, SDI heav-
ily influenced Cold War dynamics of deterrence and détente, with apocalyp-
tic scenarios of imminent doom looming large in the popular imagination. 
The underlying imaginaries, however, were much older. A closer look reveals 
the extent to which they were grounded in early Space Age utopias. Popular 
notions of space exploration and conquest were more than mere rhetoric, 
being deeply intertwined with military strategies, technoscientific ambitions 
and social fears throughout the twentieth century. Scrutinizing belligerent 
imaginaries, popular narratives and widespread space war scenarios, from early 
European astroculture to Star Wars, Militarizing Outer Space links the cul-
tural history of outer space more explicitly to conventional Cold War politics 
than the two preceding books in this trilogy. At the same time it challenges 
the conventional assumption that the Cold War context is a both necessary 
and sufficient framework to explain the making and ever-intensifying militari-
zation of outer space.

Coming to terms with a subject as vast as outer space could easily have 
been overwhelming for a research group as small as ours, and we are enor-
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