
2016 · VOLUME 19 · ISSUE 2

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Dana Goldman, University of Southern California and RAND Corporation, USA

EDITORS
Jay Bhattacharya, Stanford University, USA
David Cutler, Harvard University, USA
Alan Garber, Stanford University, USA
David Grabowski, Harvard University, USA
Mireille Jacobson, UCI The Merage School of Business, USA
Anupam Jena, Harvard University, USA
Anup Malani, University of Chicago, USA
Pinar Karaca Mandic, University of Minnesota, USA
Tomas Philipson, University of Chicago, USA
Neeraj Sood, University of Southern California, USA
Wes Yin, University of California, Los Angeles, USA

MANAGING EDITOR
John Romley, University of Southern California, USA

FORUM FOR 
HEALTH ECONOMICS 
& POLICY



Forum for Health Economics & Policy (FHEP) showcases articles in key substantive areas that lie at the 
intersection of health economics and health policy. The journal uses an innovative structure of forums 
to promote discourse on the most pressing and timely subjects in health economics and health policy, 
such as biomedical research and the economy, and aging and medical care costs. Forums are chosen by 
the Editorial Board to reflect topics where additional research is needed by economists and where the 
field is advancing rapidly. The journal is edited by Katherine Baicker, David Cutler and Alan Garber of 
Harvard University, Jay Bhattacharya of Stanford University, Dana Goldman of the University of Sou-
thern California and RAND Corporation, Neeraj Sood of the University of Southern California, Anup 
Malani and Tomas Philipson of University of Chicago, and John Romley of the University of Southern 
California. FHEP is sponsored by the Schaeffer Center for Health Policy and Economics at the Univer-
sity of Southern California. A subscription to the journal also includes the proceedings from the Natio-
nal Bureau of Economic Research‘s annual Frontiers in Health Policy Research Conference.

ISSN 2194-6191 · e-ISSN 1558-9544

All information regarding notes for contributors, subscriptions, Open Access, back volumes and orders 
is available online at http://www.degruyter.com/fhep

RESPONSIBLE EDITOR John A. Romley, University of Southern California, Schaeffer Center,  
3335 South Figueroa Street, Unit A, Los Angeles, California 90089-7273, Tel.: +1 (213) 821-7965,  
Fax: +1 (213) 740-3460, Email: romley@healthpolicy.usc.edu

JOURNAL MANAGER Alexander Goerlt, De Gruyter, Genthiner Straße 13, 10785 Berlin,  
Germany, Tel.: +49 (0)30 260 05 – 234, Fax: +49 (0)30 260 05 – 250, 
Email: alexander.goerlt@degruyter.com

RESPONSIBLE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS Claudia Neumann, De Gruyter, Genthiner Straße 13,  
10785 Berlin, Germany. Tel.: +49 (0)30 260 05 – 226, Fax: +49 (0)30 260 05 – 264, 
Email: anzeigen@degruyter.com

PRINTING Franz X. Stückle Druck und Verlag e.K., Ettenheim

© 2016 Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin / Boston

Printed in Germany



Forum for Health Economics & Policy   2016 | Volume 19 | Issue 2

Contents

Articles

David Granlund and Magnus Wikström
Public Provision and Cross-Border Health Care  157

Jean M. Mitchell, James D. Reschovsky, Luisa Franzini and Elizabeth Anne 
Reicherter
Physician Self-Referral of Physical Therapy Services for Patients with Low  
Back Pain: Implications for Use, Types of Treatments Received and  
Expenditures  179

Maria Serakos and Barbara Wolfe
The ACA: Impacts on Health, Access, and Employment  201

Anne E. Hall
Estimating Regression-Based Medical Care Expenditure Indexes for Medicare 
Advantage Enrollees  261

Melinda Buntin and Tamara Hayford
Evidence of Inefficiencies in Practice Patterns: Regional Variation in Medicare 
Medical and Drug Spending  299

Tara Matsuda, Jeffrey S. McCombs, Ivy Tonnu-Mihara, Justin McGinnis and  
D. Steven Fox
The Impact of Delayed Hepatitis C Viral Load Suppression on Patient Risk: 
Historical Evidence from the Veterans Administration  333




